
 

 

I 
n lieu of current isolation and physical distanc-
ing mandates, our Sea Service Personnel needed 
our help. A new Department of Defense/Centers 
for Disease Control directive required that all 

personnel aboard military installations wear a "face 
mask" at times when distancing is not possible. Un-
fortunately there were no face masks available to is-
sue those personnel. Service members were being 
told to make their own masks, specifically from T-
shirts.   

A plea to the Pensacola Navy League membership 
resulted in more than 1600 handmade masks created 
and donated by volunteers. The masks were delivered 
in two batches to the NAS Pensacola Naval Aviation 
Schools Command (NASC).  

Tremendous thanks to the many donors, 
sewers, and 
volunteers: 
Alex Miller and the VT-86 Sabrehawk Spouses, Angie Nixon, Charlotte 
Hoewing, Barbara Kakura, Cathy Custer, Betty Ferris, Debbie Rasico, 
Cheryl Hollinghead and the Oak Grove Campground sewing team, Scott 
and Nancy Brumfield and Hellcat Productions, Diana Austin and Nicki 
Austin Vanderhovel, Suzi Campbell VanDyke, Rick Monroe, Diane 
Tellier, Debbie Smith Thompson, Patricia Smith, Dana Weiner, Ann 
Hargis, Ann and Larry Adams, Mary Matheis and the Navy League 
Board members 
who stepped up 
to the cause: 
Patty Veal, Nan 
Harper, Dan 
McCort, Carol 
Monroe, Tom 
Pace and AJ 
Gallardo.  

Bravo Zulu! 

#sinkcovid19 
 

(More photos 
on pages 10 & 
11 of this edi-
tion).   
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Pensacola Navy League  President, CAPT Dan McCort, USN 
(Ret), Petty Officer Norman and “Mask Project Coordinator” 
Carol Monroe deliver masks to NASC on April 14th. 

CAPT  AJ Gallardo, USN (Ret), former Commanding Officer 
of NASC, along with Dan McCort, delivers the final batch.  

http://pensacolanavyleague.org/
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G 
reetings to all. I certainly hope that this message finds you 
safe, healthy and adjusting to the “new normal” of distanced 
living. However, remember as the old saying goes, “This too 

shall pass.” Before you know it, we will be back out trying to catch 
up on all the activities that we have missed. In this Bullhorn, we will 
address a plan for just that. So read on to find out about our revised 
DRAFT schedule of events for the next quarter and beyond.  
 

However, before we get to those, and in this case happily before the 
proverbial door closed on public gatherings, we were able to con-
duct our annual Military Recognition Day Awards Ceremony at 
New World Landing. I hope that you were fortunate enough to be on 
hand in February, along with the near record crowd, as Petty Officer 
First Class Kwame Kusi-Appiah, representing the Navy Flight 
Demonstration Squadron Blue Angels of Naval Air Station Pensaco-
la was presented with the Margaret Flowers Civic Award. We had a 

terrific field of candidates for the Award this year and all of them were very deserving of selec-
tion. However Petty Officer Kusi-Appiah, who embodies the very characteristics and volunteer 
spirit of the legacy namesake for the Award, Margaret Flowers, was selected overall winner. 
Congratulations Petty Officer Kusi-Appiah! Let me also add a special note of thanks here to all 
who served on the MRD Committee for their tireless efforts in preparation for this event and in 
particular to Mr. Dan Shugart, our consummate Master of Ceremonies. Thank you all. A photo 
gallery for the Event is available on our Website. 
 

Now for a look at the future. Our three major spring events, the Naval Air Station Pensacola Re-
membrance Ceremony, scheduled for March 14th, the Enlisted Recognition Breakfast scheduled 
for April 23rd and our Military Spouse Appreciation Luncheon scheduled for May 21st have all 
been postponed. We have rescheduled the Enlisted Recognition Breakfast for Thursday, July 16th 
at Heritage Hall in Seville Quarter.  We have rescheduled the Military Spouse Appreciation 
Luncheon for Thursday, November 5th at New World Landing. We 
will conduct the Naval Air Station Pensacola Remembrance Cere-
mony at a date to be determined, once public gatherings are again 
authorized.  
 

We also have upcoming two Navy ship Commissioning Ceremonies 
this summer. First, the Commissioning of the newest USS Tripoli, 
(LHA-7) pier side aboard NAS Pensacola. Until just recently sched-
uled for Saturday, June 27th, that ceremony is now on hold and 
awaiting a revised date. When a new date has been determined, we 
anticipate that there will be two USS Tripoli Crew Receptions at 
Seville Quarter the week prior to the Saturday Commissioning Cere-
mony. The first sponsored by the Pensacola Navy League on Tues-
day, and the second sponsored by the Marine Corps League on 
Wednesday. Following on the heels of the USS Tripoli, the second 
Navy ship Commissioning will be for the USS St. Louis (LCS-19). 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret) President, Pensacola Navy League 
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While tentatively scheduled for Saturday, August 1st, pier side aboard NAS Pensacola, a change 
to Saturday, August 8th is being explored. The USS St. Louis Crew Reception will be held on the 
Wednesday prior to the Commissioning Ceremony at the National Naval Aviation Museum 
aboard NAS Pensacola. Date confirmation for both of these events will be published immediate-
ly after they are determined. Worthy of note here, ship Commissioning’s in Pensacola are rare. 
Having two in one year is unprecedented, and we may even have a third this year. The U.S. 
Coast Guard is looking at NAS Pensacola to Commission the Coast Guard Cutter STONE in De-
cember.  
 

To get us midway through the year, mark your calendars for the Blue Angels Beach Air Show 
the weekend of  July 10th and the Pensacola Navy League Summer Social on Thursday, August 
20th. Stay tuned for updates on all of these events on both our  Website and Facebook Page. 
As noted at the beginning, many of these dates are dependent on release of public gathering re-
strictions.  
 

I will conclude with thanks and special recognition for our corporate sponsors, Navy Federal 
Credit Union and Pen Air Federal Credit Union as well as our local sponsors Hellcat Produc-
tions, First Command and WEAR TV-3. Without these fine companies behind us, support for 
our local Sea Services and military would suffer. Please thank them at your next opportunity.  
 

Until next time, may God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students of Naval Aviation Schools Command line up in formation while wearing masks.  

More than 1600 masks were handmade and donated to the students of NAS Pensacola’s Naval 
Aviation Schools Command.  
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T 
he Pensacola Navy League is proud of the efforts of military personnel who contribute their time to 
enrich the community. For 40 years, the council has recognized the efforts of these men and women 
during the annual Margaret Flowers Civic Award, Military Recognition Day ceremony. This year’s 

ceremony, held February 20th, at New World 
Landing, boasted an attendance of more than 
300 military personnel, veterans and guests. 
The lunch event, emceed by popular local TV 
sports broadcaster Dan Shugart, recognized 
the community service efforts of individual 
military personnel who were nominated by 
their local command. Nineteen nominees 
were recognized and presented with certifi-
cates and gifts from Navy Federal Credit Un-
ion and Pen Air Federal Credit Union. One of 
the nominees was selected to receive the 
Margaret Flowers Civic Award traveling tro-
phy. The award’s namesake, Margaret Flow-
ers, is in honor of Ms. Flowers’ long and de-
voted record of service to the Navy and the 
community. This year’s winner of the Marga-

ret Flowers Civic Award is Petty Officer First Class Kwame Kusi-Appiah, representing the Naval Flight 
Demonstration Squadron, The Blue Angels of NAS Pensacola. Born in Guana, South Africa, Petty Officer 
First Class Kusi-Appiah is a 1st Class Logistics Specialist with the Blue Angels Flight Demonstration 
Team. Even though he was on the road for much of the year, Petty Officer First Class Kusi-Appiah coordi-
nated and completed more than 3000 hours of community volunteer work, including 525 hours devoted to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Florida, the USO and local elementary schools. He has also men-
tored a local second grade student.    
 

The guest speaker was David 
Harmer, the President and 
CEO of Freedoms Foundation 
at Valley Forge.  

Many thanks to the table and 
individual sponsors, and to 
our primary sponsors, Navy 
Federal Credit Union and Pen 
Air Federal Credit Union. 
Special thanks to the Corry 
Station Joint Color Guard and 
Performing Arts Company, to 
Billie Nicholson for serving 
as photographer and to Dr. 
Janet Pilcher and the Studer 
Group team for the Power-
Point presentation. 

Military Recognition Day 

Guest speaker David Harmer (back row, center), Dan McCort (back row, 
far right) and Kwame Kusi-Appiah (front row, center) with the nominees. 

(L-R) Pensacola Navy League President Dan McCort, Petty 
Officer First Class Kwame Kusi-Appiah, USN and Command 
Master Chief Chris Zeigler, USN with the Traveling Trophy. 
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Dan McCort, David Harmer, Dame Maria Davis and 
Mayor Grover Robinson 

Dame Davis and CAPT Bill Cuilik, USN (Ret) 

Corry Station Joint Color Guard 
and Performing Arts Company 

FFVF Pensacola Chapter President 
Betty Williams with FFVF National 
President David Harmer 

David Harmer and Emcee Dan Shugart 

Dan Shugart and Mayor Grover Robinson 
holding the Proclamation from the City. 

Dan Shugart and nominee Corporal Patrick L. Rhoden, USMC 
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T 
he Admirals' Club first event of the new year, a “Meet the Boss’ luncheon, was held Janu-
ary 28th at the Pensacola Yacht Club.  
 

The guest speaker was Grover C. Robinson IV, a real 
estate developer and the current Mayor of Pensacola.   
 
Serving in that role since 2018, Mayor Robinson previ-
ously served twelve years as County Commissioner for 
Escambia County District 4. 
 
The mayor spoke of where Pensacola has been and the 
progressive direction the city is headed to.  Reflecting on 
the city’s unique history, Mayor Robinson stressed the 
importance of Pensacola having a good “quality of 
place” that provides residents a desirable location to 
grow, work, and play and how we can be a city other 
Florida communities look to as a role model.  
 
Robinson encouraged community leaders and citizens to 
maintain the momentum and to maintain Pensacola as a 
“strong town”.  
 
He reported additional progress to include; the expansion 
of ST Engineering, increased progress in maritime busi-
ness at the Port of Pensacola and improvement in proper-

ty value for both residential and commercial properties. “We deserve the highest quality of life for 
our Citizens.”  
 
Mayor Robinson has won awards for his 
prior community involvement including 
the Joe Oldmixon Service Award from 
the Center of Independent Living 
and the Presidential Advocate Award 
from Leadership Pensacola.  
 
Most recently, the Mayor announced he 
would not take a salary while his city is struggling with the coronavirus pandemic and will donate 
his paycheck to help residents pay their bills.  
 
His salary has been donated to Pensacola Energy and the city's sanitation services to help resi-
dents pay their utility bills while they are out of work. 
 

MAYOR SPEAKS AT ADMIRALS’ CLUB EVENT 

“We deserve the highest quality of 

life for our Citizens.”  

-Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson  
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T 
he Pensacola Navy League joined the 
USO on March 12th to welcome the 
USCG Cutter DECISIVE, back to its 
home port and to happy families. 

WELCOME HOME USCG CUTTER DECISIVE 
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Angie Nixon and the NAS Pensacola 
Oak Grove Campground sewing team.  
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Pictured from left:  

The Oak Grove Campground sewing team, 
Nicki Austin Vanderhovel, Rick Monroe and 
Carol Monroe.  
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January 2020 

Pamela Hatt 

Kristal Kelley 

John B. McGill 

Stu Ramsey 

W. Carroll Scarborough 

George VanDyke 

Patricia M. Veal 

 

 

 

 

February 2020 

Robert H. Anderson 

Kara Cardona  

Bill Dagnall 

Nancy A. Fetterman 

Keith Hoskins 

Tiffany Joyner 

David Larsen 

Patricia L. Smith 

James L. Vandiver 

Walter G. Wallace 

Harry C. White 

March 2020 

Charlie C. Code 

Martha B. Cummins 

Ronald H. Cummins 

Dean-o Fournier 

Daniel McCort 

Shelley Jean Ovsak 

Nanci Pruter 

Thomas J. Pruter 

Bobby B. Riggs 

Edward M. Rouse 

 

 

Joanna Bradford 
Wanda Kotick 

Victor Hall 
Peter J. Lathrop 
David Lorenzo 
Robert Nelson 

Shannon Wehby 
 

Like and Share Us On Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pensacola-Council-of-the-Navy-League-of-
the-United-States/ 
 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pensacola-Council-of-the-Navy-League-of-the-United-States/228608220516852
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pensacola-Council-of-the-Navy-League-of-the-United-States/228608220516852
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pensacola-Council-of-the-Navy-League-of-the-United-States/228608220516852
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2020 Officers/Board of Directors 
Pensacola Navy League of the United States 

OFFICERS NAME 

President CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret) 

1st Vice President CMDCM Mark Curley, USN (Ret) 

2nd Vice President Mr. Edward Rouse  

3rd Vice President Mr. Tom Pace, Jr. 

Judge Advocate Mr. Marc Huff 

Chaplain CDR Dave Gibson, USN (Ret) 

Treasurer Mr. Russell Lentz 

Secretary Ms.  Patty Veal 

Past President Ms. Nan Harper 

 

  

 FORCM Robert Anderson, USN (Ret) 

 Mr. Troy Bouk 

 Mr. Jim Crumlish 

 Dr. Robert Dillard 

 CAPT Dean-o Fournier, USN (Ret) 

 CAPT A.J. Gallardo, USN (Ret) 

 Ms. Pamela Hatt 

 CDR Evan Hipsley, USN (Ret) 

 Ms. Tiffany Joyner 

 CAPT Kevin Miller, USN (Ret)  

  Mr. Buck Mitchell 

 Ms. Carol Monroe 

 RADM Donald P. Quinn, USN (Ret) 

 Mr. Bobby Riggs 

 Mr. Harry White 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE BOARD 

Sea Cadets Mr. Jim Crumlish  

Military Liaison  CMDCM Mario Rivers, USN 

Admirals’ Club Ms. Jeri Blankenbeck 

Executive Secretary  Ms. Carla Cuilik 

Bullhorn Editor  Ms. Carol Monroe 

USCG Representative  Mr. Gerry McGill 

Historian Emeritus CTICM  Walter “Butch” Wallace, 
 USN (Ret)  
 

NATIONAL NAVY LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES 

National Vice President, STEM and Youth Programs  

CAPT Thomas Pruter, USN (Ret) 

President, Southern Region  

CDR Mark McDonald , USN (Ret) 

President, Gulf Coast East Area  

CCMDCM Michael Dollen, USN (Ret) 

National and Pensacola Council, Director Emeritus          
CAPT Hans Krucke, USNR  (Ret) 

Calendar of Events  
 

July 10 

Blue Angels Air Show 

Pensacola Beach 
 

TBD 

USS Tripoli (LHA-7) Commissioning 

NAS Pensacola 
 

July 16 

Enlisted Appreciation Breakfast 

Heritage Hall - Seville Quarter 
 

TBD 

USS St. Louis (LCS-19) Commissioning  

NAS Pensacola  
 

August 20 

Summer Social Membership Drive 

Seville Quarter 
 

September 15 

POW/MIA Recognition Luncheon 

Pensacola Yacht Club 
 

EVENT DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE → 
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Navy League Local Gold Sponsors  

 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

Navy League Affiliates  
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Citizens in Support of 
the Sea Services 

 

Pensacola Council 
Navy League U.S. 
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Pensacola, FL 
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